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reminding his readers at the end "that there is an English journal of
psychology, the Editor of which has proved his readiness to publish
contributions to the young and promising science of baby-lore ".

Philosophical Dialogues and Fragments. From the French of ERNEST
RENAN, Member of the Institute. Translated with the sanction of
the Author by RXa BraiBf MuKHABJt London: Triibner & Co.,
1883. Pp. m i . , 181.

This translation, which appears to have been published two years ago,
has only now come to hand. The original was reviewed in MIND XIIL
The English does not need the apology which the Bengali translator
modestly makes for i t He writes so well in general that, even when
dedicating the volume with enthusiasm to its author, he ought to have
been able to refrain from calling it " his own lovely child clad in poor
garments ".

The Religion of Philosophy^ or the Unification of Knowledge : A Comparison
of the chxef Philosophical and Religious Systems of the World, made with
a View to reducing the Categories of Thought or the most general Terms
of Existence to a single Principle, thereby establishing a true Conception of
God. By RAYMOND S. PBRHDJ. London : Williams & Norgate, 1886.
Pp. xix., 666.

Language being " responsible for the extravagances of human belief," it
is only by an analysis of language that the true belief can be determined.
" The central truth of language is that it is an elaboration of the single
principle of motion." The " universal fact of motion " has for its " terms
or aspects" "the primordial inferences known as space and time". A
unification of knowledge founded on this universal fact is "the natural
consequence of the intellectual and moral development of the race".
Part L ("The Scope of Language," pp. 3-207) traces this development
from "the dawn of philosophy" (c L, Thales, Anaximenes, &c.) to " the
eclecticism and positive philosophy of France and the Scotch school"
(c viiL). The author finds " the metaphysical speculations of Berkeley
and Hume tame and uninstructive " (p. 140). Kant's KritHc is " a
monument of logical subtlety, and, at the same time, an incorrect
and hopelessly confused analysis of Mind " (p. 166). Hegel's idealism
is "a great truth badly expressed" (p. 178). Part ii. (pp. 211-363) deals
with "the Nature of Perception". The first four chapters (ix.-xii.) are
devoted to an examination of Mr. Spencer's philosophy; the last four to
an equally detailed examination of the philosophy of G. H. Lewes, who,
it is found, "clearly recognises the ultimate fact of motion, the union of the
dynamical and statical aspects of the universe, the one fact of which time
and space are respectively the subjective and objective aspects " (p. 343).
Part iii. (" The Religion of Philosophy ") begins with a chapter on "Super-
stition and Mystery " (c xvii.), proceeds to sketch the history of religion
from " the Religions of Egypt and India" to " the Religion of Christ," and
then, after a chapter on " the Science of Morality " (c. xxiiL), ends with an
" Appeal to the Women of America on behalf of the Religion of Philo-
sophy" (c xxiv.).

Active Principles; or Elements of Moral Science. Mental Feelings—Voli-
tions—Moral Perceptions and Sentiments. By JOHN H. GODWIN,
Hon. Prof., New Coll., Lond. London: James Clark & Co., 1886.
Pp. xii, 304.

The author, having formerly (see MIND XXXVII., 143) dealt with
"intellectual,'' now passes to "active" principles. These are "Mental
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Feelings,"including "contemplative"aild "practical" feelings, and "those
which regard animate beings, as Affections" (Part i., 7-122), " Volitions"
(Part i i , 125-194), " Moral Perceptions and Sentiments" (Part iii., 197-
304).

The Nature of Mind and Human Automatism. By MORTON PRINCE, M.D.,
Physician for Nervous Diseases, Boston Dispensary, &c Philadelphia :
Lippincott, 1885. Pp. x., 173.

An enlarged edition of a graduation thesis. The author conceives
his conclusions as to the relation of mind and body to be identical with
those of Clifford, whose writings, however, he did not know at the time of
•writing. The view he maintains is " that every state of consciousness is
not," as Mr. Spencer holds, "a mode or manifestation of an unknown
Reality, but is the Reality itself" (p. 74). He finds much to object to in
Prof. Huxley's statement " that consciousness is related to 'the mechanical
working of the body simply as a collateral product of its working ". The
molecular disturbances in the brain which are said to be the cause of
motions of the limbs " are in reality consciousness, and hence consciousness
is just as much t ie cause of the ' working of the body' as these molecular
disturbances" (p. 108). This doctrine he thinks ought to be called
materialism. "To show that matter is something else than we have
supposed it to be is not to remove it to the realms of spiritualism. . . .
Any doctrine which rests content with nature, and does not introduce any
supernatural element, is materialism " (p. 162).

La LSgende tragvjue dt Jordano Bruno. Comment elle a ete formee—Bon
Origine suspecte—Son Invraisemblance. Par THEOPHILE DESDOUTTB,
Professeur de Philosophic au Lycee de Versailles, Docteur es Lettree.
Paris : E. Thorin, 1885. Pp. 27.

The thesis which the nuthor sets himself to prove is that the accepted
account of the death of Giordano Bruno is only a legend, " a marvellously
dramatic legend, an admirable text for the declamations of hatred and pre-
judice, but unworthy of being received as serious by a historian or a philo-
sopher ". He contends (1) that there is no contemporary evidence that
Bruno was burnt by the Inquisition except the letter of Scioppius ; (2)
that there is no proof of the genuineness of this letter ; (3) that it is a
priori improbable that the Roman Inquisition, so well known for its mild-
ness (in contrast with the severity of the Inquisitions of Spain and other
countries), should have condemned Bruno to be burnt without more being
said of the event by contemporary writers. The most probable hypo-
thesis is that he ended his life in a monastery of his order. It is to be
remarked first of all that, whatever might have been the plausibility of M.
Desdouits" arguments in themselves, his main contention is no longer a
matter of discussion. Among the last set of documents published by
Berti, of whose Life of Bruno, although it appeared in 1868, he seems
never to have heard, is an official report of Bruno's death. Otherwise,
M. Desdouits* arguments are of no value as a contribution to historical
criticism. His first position is really disposed of by himself in an
"additional note," although he still tries to maintain it by a series of
gratuitous hypotheses. When the piece was already printed, " a learned
critic" "objected a line of Mereenne," in a book printed at Paris in 1824,
referring to Bruno as " an atheist burnt in Italy . If the learned critic
had allowed M. Desdouits to see the book itself, instead of only mention-
ing the " line " " which escaped Brucker, and of which Bayle, who knew it,
took no account," he would nave discovered that in this book Mersenne
eete himself to refute in detail the two most important of Bruno's dia*
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